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Questions? 800.595.9663 
or wideplankflooring.com 

Plainsawn, Quartersawn, Riftsawn 
Diagram and Explanation of Cutting Methods and It's Impact on Floor Design 
When planks are cut from a log, there are multiple sawing methods that can be used, these are described 
in the industry as plainsawn, quarter sawn and rift sawn.  

Each of these methods has an impact on the overall appearance and cost of the floor since they are cut 
different from the log and result in more or less yield from the timber.  When making a selection, consider 
the attributes and appearance of each style. 

Quartersawn or Riftsawn wood flooring is perceived as being more stable because of the cutting method 
used, however the stability of the wide plank floor, once it is installed, is also determined by the age of 
the timber, how the wood was dried, graded and milled.   

In fact, regardless of whether you use plainsawn, quartersawn, or riftsawn flooring, Carlisle wide plank 
floors are: 

• Suitable for Concrete slab subfloors 
• Radiant heat compatible 
• Suitable for waterfront environments 
• Suitable for residential or commercial spaces 

When the time comes to make a final selection, choose a floor based on the look you want to create not 
the cutting method that was used. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

When considering a Carlisle Quartersawn White Oak floor, it will be a combination of Quarter and Rift Sawn, 
unless otherwise specified. 

06012016 

https://wideplankflooring.com


 
 

  
 

 
 

       

      

 

 

Questions? 800.595.9663 
or wideplankflooring.com 

PLAINSAWN 
HOW IT'S MADE 
Carlisle plainsawn boards are cut from the very center of 
the most mature timbers, referred to as the cant of the log. 
This is the oldest, most stable part of the tree. 

Expect to see oval shaped figuring throughout the center of 
the board, referred to as "cathedraling", with straight, linear, 
rift and quartersawn vertical grain throughout, and along the 
edges, of the board.  Will have natural variation of colors 
between heartwood and sapwood. 

CARLISLE SPECS 

Species Available: All 
Structure: Solid and Engineered 

Profile: 3/4" Tongue & groove and 
5/8" tongue & groove 

Widths: Average 8" wide(varies depending on species) 
Industry average is 4" wide 

Lengths: 2-12' random, average 6-7' 
Industry average is 3 3/4' long 

Grade : Original, Signature or Heirloom Grade 

Original Grade will reveal more of the natural character of the 
timber; Heirloom Grade creates a more formal look; Signature 
Grade can be used as a balance between the two. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Carlisle is the original source for restoration qaulity 
wide plank flooring, crafting plainsawn wide plank 
floors, up to 19" wide, for over half a century.  Lamp Shade, from the Traditional Collection 
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QUARTERSAWN 
HOW IT'S MADE 
The log is cut at a radial angle into four quarters, then 
individual boards are cut at a 60-90 degree angle. This 
method requires a high degree of technical skill and 
patience. 

Expect to see straight, linear, rift and quartersawn vertical 
grain throughout, along with vibrant ray flecks which 
appear as "tiger stripes" across the boards. Will have 
natural variation of colors throughout the floor. 

CARLISLE SPECS 

Species Available: Quartersawn White Oak & Red Oak 
Structure:  Solid and Engineered 

Profile: 3/4" Tongue & groove and
5/8" tongue & groove 

Widths:      Average 8" wide(varies depending on species)
Industry average is 2 1/4" wide 

Lengths:  2-12 random, average 5' 
Industry average is 3 3/4' long 

Grade : Heirloom Grade 
Heirloom Grade has minimal knots and character and will 
create a more formal look. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The National Wood Flooring Association accepts any 
board as “Quarter Sawn” as long as it was cut from a 
log at a 45 to 90 degree angle. Here at Carlisle, we 
grade each board and selecting those from a for 60-90 
degree cut only. This creates a more cohesive look 
and enhances stability. Ginger Beer, from the Elegant Collection 
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RIFTSAWN 
HOW IT'S MADE 
Cut from the log at a 30-60 degree angle. This method 
requires a high degree of technical skill, is very time 
consuming and results in a high amount of waste. 

Expect to see straight, linear, rift vertical grain 
throughout, minimal ray flecks but some may appear along 
the edges, especially in wider planks.  Will have natural 
variation of colors throughout the floor. 

CARLISLE SPECS 

Species Available: Rift Sawn White Oak & Red Oak 
Structure: Solid and Engineered 

Profile: 3/4" Tongue & groove and
5/8" tongue & groove 

Widths: Average 6" wide(varies depending on species) 
Industry average is 2 1/4" wide 

Lengths: 2-10 random, average 5' 
Industry average is 2' long 

Grade :  Heirloom Grade 
Heirloom Grade has minimal knots and character and will 
create a more formal look. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Rift sawn wood flooring is one of the most difficult 
floors to produce, especially in wide planks. When 
specifying this floor factor in a longer than normal 
lead time, at least 10-12 weeks. Rift Sawn White Oak, Custom Floor 
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Handmade Surface Textures for a Distinctive Look


Hand Crafted to Perfection


Every Carlisle wide plank wood floor is individually hand crafted, using Carlisle's exclusive SlowcraftTM process, to deliver the exact look 
desired by the client.   When you work with a Carlisle Wide Plank Specialist, they will walk you through the easy process of selecting a new 
floor, presenting you with the best options based on the look you want to create - including the best handmade texture for your design. 


For Modern, Traditional or Rustic Interiors


Some clients may feel that a handmade surface texture is only appropriate for older homes and rustic cabins, but you will find that Carlisle 
has design solutions whether you are seeking a modern look, a rustic appearance or working on an authentic reproduction project.  In fact, 
some of our most contemporary flooring collections incorporate a handmade surface to create just the right look.
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The Carlisle Advantage 


When we say "handmade" we mean it.  Carlisle’s team of expert craftsmen meticulously sculpt the boards to create our selection of 
handmade surface treatments to bring a distinctive and authentic look to each floor.  Unlike other floors, Carlisle handmade surfaces 
don't have a repetitive look, which will give your floor a look that is very authentic, not contrived and created from a machine.  







BE A SMART SHOPPER 
Don't be afraid to ask us, or any supplier the following questions: 


• Am I limited to a certain species if I want to use a texture?


• Can I use an engineered wood floor if I want a texture?


• Is the texture really created by hand or by a machine?


• Is there a repetitive pattern to the texture?


• Can I customize the texture that I want on my floor?


• How wide are the boards?


• How wide can my boards be, if I want a handmade surface texture?


• How long will the boards be?


• Will the boards be end-matched?


• Do I need to sand the floor after installation?


• What happens during the maintenance process, do I have to sand my floor to maintain the
finish?


• Can I touch up my floor if I have a texture?


• Can you prefinish my floor if I order it with a texture?


Questions? 800.595.9663 
or wideplankflooring.com
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"I have known about Carlisle Floors 
for years through Architectural 
Digest. I did a great deal of 
comparisons ... People think they can 
distress the wood and make it look 
similar, however, they weren't even 
close..People go crazy for this wide 
plank, walnut, watermill distressed 
floor.  It is a stunning product! "


M. Bradley
Refined Custom Homes, Telluride, Colorado
Wide Plank Watermill Walnut


WHAT OUR CUSTOMERS ARE SAYING:
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BRUSHED A unique treatment developed by Carlisle, this is 
our most subtle surface texture. Using specially designed 
brushes, craftsmen de-gloss and “un-smooth” our boards in 
order to give them a soft and gently worn texture with very 
fine brush markings. This technique can be combined easily 
with any of our other surface treatments with dramatic results.


SURFACE TEXTURE OPTIONS


TIMEWORN As time passes and floors become naturally worn 
by both time and the people who walk on them, the natural 
wood grain creates distinguishing patterns.  Using a 
proprietary process, our craftsmen recreate these natural 
patterns typical of New England floors that have been lived 
on for more than three lifetimes.


...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................


...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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HAND SCRAPED EDGES Our craftsmen gently scrape the 
edges of each board by hand to recreate the centuries-old 
process of smoothing the transition from board to board.
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FOOTWORN As floors are walked on, the softer grains are 
worn away more quickly than the denser grains, creating 
distinctive undulating patterns. Also, if boards are uneven in 
height, the taller boards will show more foot wear. Using 
custom tools, our craftsmen recreate these subtle patterns 
typical of Colonial floors that have been trod upon for 
centuries.


HIT OR MISS Until modern milling techniques were 
applied, boards from early sawmills contained saw swirl 
markings or kerfs. Our Custom shop authentically recreates 
this look, varying the saw swirl patterns from subtle to 
prominent. This texture is only available on Eastern White 
Pine. 


WATERMILL This process replicates the look of floors whose 
boards were originally rough sawn at riverside watermills 
centuries ago. Never planed or scraped smooth, saw marks 
remained in the boards. Over the years the marks 
transformed into undulations in the boards, as they were 
smoothed by foot traffic. We leave the original saw marks 
on the timber, then individually brush the planks to soften 
the texture, creating an authentic reproduction of the old 
watermill boards.


...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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